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deliberately given a free rein to the popular fury. He did
not believe that there was any population worth mention-
ing in Bosnia and Herzegovina which was really loyal to
the Hapsburgs—at most merely some Mohammedans and
Roman Catholics, He denied Austria's assertion that the
assassination was the result of a Greater Serbian plot; at
least, he said, there was not the slightest proof of this so
far, and it was exceedingly unjust to hold the Serbian
Government responsible, as the Austro-Hungarian news-
papers were doing. This was nc more justifiable than it
would have been for Russia to call the French Government
to account for the crimes which were plotted on French
soil and committed in Russia. Championing the official
Serbian attitude, he declared that the Sarajevo crime was
only the isolated act of immature young persons, and there
was no proof of their connection with any deep-laid politi-
cal plot. When Pourtales urged "monarchical solidarity"
against such dangerous anarchists and murderers, he found
that Sazonov responded to this ancient theme with less
warmth than usual, and concluded that Sazonov, like nearly
everyone else in Russia, was blinded by ids hatred of Aus-
tria-Hungary. He noticed also everywhere in Russia a
boundless contempt for the condition of affairs in the Dual
Monarchy.2
During the middle of July, Sazonov spent several days
at his country estate near Grodno. He wanted a rest before
the exacting demands on his strength, which would be made
by the approaching visit of the French President and Prime
Minister. Such an absence from St. Petersburg seemed, at
that time, quite safe. But when he returned to the Russian
Foreign Office on July 18, he began to grow nervous at
the ominously silent attitude of the Vienna authorities,
and the heated recriminations between the Austrian and
2 K.D., 53. Beside the last remark the Kaiser penciled, "Pride goeth
before destruction!'"'

